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Carmel Clay Parks and Recreation
has become the first location in the state of Indiana to put in place a recycling program for monofilament fishing line.

About Monofilament Recovery and Recycling
Monofilament  line is single-strand, high density, nylon fishing line used on fishing reels and in the manufacturing of fishing nets.  The Monofilament Recovery and Recycling program is an effort to educate the public about the problems caused when monofilament line is left in the environment, to encourage recycling through a network of recycling locations convenient to fishing areas, and to conduct volunteer cleanup events.



Goals and Objectives
· Heighten awareness of the negative impacts of fishing line debris on marine life and water quality.
· Decrease the amount of fishing line entering and remaining in the natural environment.
· Increase the amount of fishing line being recycled.

Why It Matters
Recycling fishing line is not driven by a large volume of material to re-use.  Instead, we recognize that even a very small piece of discarded fishing line can cause harm.

Wildlife can be hurt in two ways by discarded monofilament fishing line:
· Wild animals might eat monofilament line and become sick, or starve because their stomach feels full.
· Wildlife might become entangled in discarded line and drown, starve, or lose a limb in a slow and painful strangle hold.
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How You Can Help
[image: ]Near fishing areas in our Carmel Clay Parks, find the recycling containers that look like this.
 
If you are fishing in the parks, be sure to collect any broken or unneeded line and place it in a container.

If you are enjoying the park and happen to see someone else’s discarded line, place it in the container as well.

What Happens to the Line?
A manufacturer of monofilament fishing line, Berkeley Fishing, provides mailers for sending the fishing line to them.  They recycle the line to make fishing tackle boxes and other fishing products.
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The Monofilament Recovery and Recycling program in Carmel Clay Parks was initiated by Eagle Scout Ben Gormley with advice from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources.  Boy Scouts from Troop 202 check the recycling bins on a regular basis and remove any collected for recycling.
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